i Friday, January 6

' 8 p.m., $10
 Colin Blair w/
: The Root Diggers

. At only 33 years old, COI|n
- Blair has established hlmse

' as one of the most skilled =
f|ddle players in St. Louis. No wonder, as he first
:st udied the art of
i lampHit Ozark shack of Banjo Billy Mathews, a

I legend of Arkansas clime music. Although

. . Colin usually honors our stage as a solo or duo

. act, this time will be quite different! Colin has just
- put together a new alitar group which is sure to

' take theold-time and bluegrass scene by storm!

' This group is so new that they're not even sure
:what they're calling
' for at leasthisshow, we shall know them as

" The Root Diggers!”

: Friday, January 13

' 8:00 p.m., $10

 Focal Point Benefit with
: The Red-Headed Strangers

' The RHS (named, of course, after the legendary

' Willie Nelson album) bring a staggering

' knowledge of classic

| country, traditional

: American, old Irish ancii

. | progressive songwrit- i

. ing to the table. At

. their core, Clare Gue-

' bert and Maureen Sulli

: van take the lead with

' their amazing vocal

1 harmonies. Add in piano, drums, and tons of

, strings from Brian Sullivan, Dan Sullivan, Tim

: Sullivan (yes, that's four Sullivan siblings), Dave

! 1 Spangler, Tom Coryell, and Brian Wiegert.

. Then you have a true, dowmome, honkytonk
famlly band!All proceeds from this concert

' will go to benefit the Focal Point and help us

: to continue to bring the best traditional, and

1 not so traditional, performing arts through our

. doors for your pleasur®lease come out and

: show your support!

. Saturday, Jan. 14
' 8 p.m.,, $15

 Leroy Pierson

' Introduced to music |
' early in life by his father,®
, who played guitar and fiddle in western swing

: bands, Leroy took up guitar himself at the age of
. 13. He tells of family outings to the clubs of

. Gaslight Square where they would attend the

- shows of John Coltrane, Muddy Waters, Albert

' ' King and many other masters of their genres.

' Over the years he has gained an extensive

' knowledge and expertise in the music of primary

, source blues and reggae performers, founded his

t hjg

own Nighthawk record label to preserve some of FOC al POlnt

these artists, and has become a force to be
reckoned with in both repertoire and technique.
Leroy Pierson is the real dealand a true St.
Louis treasure!

Friday, Jan. 20

8 pm., $15

Al and Emily
C'allll g b O X ”

. - Chosen to provide the
music for Robert Redford s fills River Runs
Through Itthe Cantrells have created a unique
blend of oldtime and bluegrass sounds, coupled
with their own original songs. Their friendly,
unassuming stage presence charms audiences

thrbL@humtheIUSSmd abroad. TGeitart fiddle,i vel vy, Tlékétlﬂg |nformat|on
“fiddlestick I

and occasional
will their superbly blended harmonies.

Saturday, January 21
8 p.m., $15

The Colin Sphincter Band

In the summer of 1973, Jay Schober generated
the idea for this group while driving a VW
Microbus under a full moon across the state of
Wyoming. Jay wrote a ridiculous song and
talked a bunch of his friends into coming over
and recording it at his house in St. Charles. The
only problem was that not one of them, Jay
included, could play a note of music. They have
since remedied this by inviting some of the finest
rock/folk musicians in St Louis (Serapis!) to
accompany them. Enjoy this evening of outra-
geous parodies, silly songs, and great sounds!

Wednesday, Jan. 25
7:00 p.m.

$12 in advance at
www.songbird-stl.com
or $15 at the door

Songbird Café

Songbird Café presents a Singer/Songwriter
Series in the round, or in other words, surround-
ed by the audience. Local and regional artists
will entertain in Focal Point's intimate listening
room environment, with four different artists
performing their own original songs in turn.
Many stories will be told, many songs will be

sung! The |lineup for
Loui, Marc Chechik, Lynne Reif, and Mike
Schrand.

Performance listings continued on the back page . . .

Focal Point brings you the very best live,
traditional, and original music and dance
in St. Louis. We can only continue to do
that with your support! Become a Friend
of Focal Pointand send in a tax-deductible
donation today. THANK YOU!
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i Traditional & Original Music
Concert Series & Art Center

www.thefocalpoint.org

Look for Focal Point Concerts
on Facebook

If only one tlcket price is
shown, that means tickets
are sold at the door ONLY!

Tickets sold in advance will
provide the website where
you can obtain your advance

tickets. For more information

on tickets or performances,
call us at 314 -726-4707.

BUILDING SCHEDULE

Every Sunday morning:
Harmony Fellowship, 9:30Naon

Nondenominational music and spiritual,

and

elig

ethical discussions and talks. All welgome.

Last Monday of each month:

English Country Dancers, w/ live music,

7:30 p.m. Call Paul Stamler at (314)
9106 for more
this is, think "Pride and Prejudice.")

First Tuesday of each month:
Listen UpSongwriters series, 7:00 p.m.
Performers TBA.

Third Tuesday of each month:
St Louis Poetry Center presemsy at
the Point7:30 p.m.

Second Wednesday of each month:
Cajun/Zydeco dance. Lessons at 7:30
Music and general dance at 8:00 p.m|,

Third Wednesday of each month:
St. Louis Poetry SLAWatch local poets

288
inflo. (

p.m.;
$8

competg fgr gashyprizes. Fpr egrefintp ealina
3147767370. 8:00 p.m., $5
Every Thursday:

Acoustic Jam!, 7:00 p.m. Call Dar a3
9687064.

The Capering Roisters Morris Team f
es onWednesday®t in u \
Cajuns, poets, or other
from 7:39:30 p.m.
Newcomers are welcome.
If interested call John Long
at 3146471804.




Celebrate at the Focal Point!
Have your party or special event

here and youdl |
prices and additional amenities.

*kkkkkkkkk
Focal Point Building Rental Price List|
(Note: Prices in parentheses are for registered|
NotHfor-rofit arts organizations only.)

Days (event to be concluded before
5:00 PM): $100.00 ($85.00)

Weekday evenings (Sunday through
Thursday): $125.00 ($85.00)

Friday/Saturday evenings: $200
($150)

Rental of our space includes the use of
chairs, theatre seats, small sound board,
music and guitar stands, high stools, and

tables. Microphones for use with the

small 8channel sound system may be
rented at only $10 per mic.

Rental of a large sound board and
system, along with a sound techni-
cian, is possible at an extra charge .

To make arrangements to rent our
facilities, call Judy at 314726-4707.

Prices effective January 2012.

Friday, January 27
8 p.m.,, $15.00

? PTheNotablé Haberdasher's

dancin’

Bring your
leave a space on tha
floor for you! This
St. Louis band put$
their twang where
their ten-gallon
hats are. It's the
sound of honky
tonk, Western Swing, and classic hillbilly music
as only veterans can play itrépare to be
charmed bylustin Branum on fiddle and

electric mandolin; Bob Breidenbach on lap steel
guitar and vocals; Fred Gumaer on drums and
vocals; John Jump doing guitar and vocals; Tim
Sullivan on piano; and Matt Wyatt with fiddle
and electric mandolin.

Saturday, January 28
8 p.am., $10

Auset Music
Project

Our thanks to Auset Sarno
for doing her birthday show asb@nefit for

Focal Point! Auset Music Project, with sing-

The Maya Café
2726 Sutton 314814774

The Café, and sometimes the Boat
Deck, are available for dinner and
refreshments before and after concerts.
Lunch TuesFri 11-2; Sat Noon3
Dinner TuesSat 510 p.m.

er/songwriter Auset Sarno, Brad Sarno on
pedal steel & guitar, Stephen Nowels on bass,
and Dennis Stringfield on drums, has a fun mix
of possibilities to offer. A breath of fresh air in
the song writing and traditional music commu-
nity, their hypnotic groove of beauty and grit
will keep you stuck to your seats, entranced in
their enchanting music for
the soul. Simply amazing!

Friday, February 3
8:00 p.m., $10.00
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The Focal Point

Traditional & Original Music
and Concert Series & Art Center

www.thefocalpoint.org
314-726-4707

S\
s \ P.O. Box 430157
2720 Sutton
Maplewood, MO
63143
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Eileen Gannon
A world-wide performer on

StIRéh harp, Eileen was -
2 T théist dh from the
@ MiGh@eSt(dind only the third A

I+ Arheriodeyfoawin the title of Aﬂreland Senior
0 Marp Champion. Focal Point welcomes this
alfrisak petformer for a delicious evening of
dztangs.

Friday, Feb. 10
7:00 p.m., $10

Benefit for

Grant Withers
featuring
Raw Earth,

and others

This benefit is for our dear friend and the
great Ozark musician Grant Withers,
who is in recovery after a major heart
operation. The line up includaé®aw
Earth, whose "urban tribal fusion" world

beats and traditional African rhythms are
spiced with a dash of Coltrane, Marley, St.
Louis and Delta sounds. All these togeth-
er add an urban elixir to a simmering

s hegudeon f goull. kingyplsqyinglgdesn g w

Jan Marra, a truly amazing singer and
songwriter; Roger Netherton, who at

only 15 years of age is a young prodigy of
Ozark old time and bluegrass fidéleand

has been winning hearts and high level
competitions throughout the Midwest;
Johnny Dean, who learned from legends
at his dad’'s blues |
blues set. And last, but not leafdan
Higgins's old time bandChampagne and
Corn Liquor will weigh in featuring the
dobro, banjo, guitar, mandolin, hammer
dulcimer, bass and awesome female vocals.
Note that because of the sheer number of
great acts, this concert starts an hour ear-
lier than most of our other performances!

Saturday, Feb. 11
8 pm., $15

Michael Smith

One of the most captivat
ing songwriters in the follg
arena, celebrated musici
Michael Smith has toured
the United States and
Canada fonearly five
decades. He creates new Work ona constant

basis, and music’s
songs. Hi s beloved
signature piece for

man and Liam Clancy (recently heard on the
Celtic Thunder PBS television special), is consid-
ered a classic. Whether Michael is touring con-
cert venues, teaching writing workshops, or
creating awarelvinning musical scores or re-
cordings, you are sure to enjoy a musical experi-
ence like no other.

Wednesday, February 22

Songbird Café

(See the 1/25/12 listing about the Songbird Café
on the other side for more particulars on this
event . .)
www.songbirdstl.comwebsite shortly.

* Coming in March and April, 2012 *

March 2: The Paul McKenna Band,
from Scotland

March g  Jil Chambless and Scooter

Muse

March 9 or 16: Kaivima
March 24: Cumberland Gap

April 1: David Davis and the Warrior
River Boys

April 7: Curtis and Loretta

April 20-21-22: Tionol!

April 28:  Tempest

May 5: Long Time Courting
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